Hello friends of Freedom Catalyst Regina,
The City of Regina is initiating a public consultation on how to handle the concern of body rub parlours (massage parlours).  The registration deadline to attend is March 8th 
(https://www.regina.ca/residents/city-planning/development-services/body-rub-parlours/).  The City will be setting up discussions that are facilitated by the City of Regina.  They are also requesting written statements.  These statements will not be read at the meetings, but will be read beforehand to help facilitate the discussion.  The deadline to submit a written statement is not clarified yet, but it will likely be between March 15-18th.

Even if you are just interested in attending, and don’t have a lot to say (even just a few sentences to voice your opinion) please consider attending.  FCR asked the City of Regina if they welcome people attending that might not be experts or have a lot to say, and they said yes for sure.  The more people there to show support the better.  Sometimes just people’s presence speaks volumes.  

Back in 2015 during the Regina strip club debate, the presence of so many people, and the prior emails/phone calls City Council received, majorly turned the tide on the decision that was made.  The community stood up against sexual exploitation in a powerful way that we could all be proud of.  Let’s please become engaged again in the same way and let our voice be heard!

We have included a longer summary/FCR position statement/recommendations document below for those that would like more information.  If you have any questions please let us know.

March 6, 2019 

 

Freedom Catalyst Regina Position Statement – Body Rub Parlours in the City of Regina
 

Introduction
The following is a brief summary and guideline for what Freedom Catalyst Regina’s (FCR) position is on the recent body rub parlour consultation process that the City of Regina is initiating.  For those that are on the same page as FCR, this is provided with the intention of helping our combined advocacy efforts to be united and as effective as possible.  For further info, or if you have any questions, please contact us.
 

Summary – Brief Background Info
There are 17 body rub parlours in Regina that FCR is aware of (the City of Regina’s number that is used is 21).  There are current zoning bylaws in place that should restrict them to places such as the industrial area (and away from schools, etc.).  However, the majority of the parlours currently infringe on the bylaws (which have not been enforced).  Regina is now taking a proactive approach to decide what changes need to be made to address this.          

In December 2018 the City had an Executive Committee meeting to present their initial ideas.  The reports and Appendices A to D can be seen here:
http://reginask.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=&MeetingID=4492&MediaPosition=&ID=3528&CssClass
 

Two options were presented:
·         Option 1: Enforce the current Zoning Bylaw, which permits body rub parlours only as discretionary use in industrial zones.
·         Option 2: Establish an Adult Services Licensing Bylaw that requires both body rub establishments and body rub practitioners to be licensed. Change zoning to allow for body rub establishments as a discretionary use in some commercial zones (major arterials and corridors, and downtown).          
In other words, Option #1 is no change, but just enforcing the current zoning bylaw (all existing parlours would have to move to the industrial area).  Option #2 would prevent them from being in the industrial areas and move them into more populated zones (such as downtown). The intended goal for this move would be to hope for increased safety in areas with higher traffic and police patrol. Licensing bylaws would also be used to provide health and safety standards, worker/owner review (police record checks etc.), and other regulations.  A summary of a few of these licensing bylaws can be found in Appendix D in the link above. Note: the individual bylaw examples in Appendix D are incomplete for the listed cities and only select examples were included by the City of Regina.
 

FCR’s Position Statement
FCR’s position is twofold:
·         An Option #3 is recommended which allows for licensing bylaws that prevent and restrict body rub parlours from operating in Regina completely.
·         If Option #3 is not selected by the City, it is recommended that a combination of Option #1 and #2 be used (here called Option #4).  Namely restricting them to the industrial area, but having very comprehensive licensing bylaws in place as well.
 

Several short presentations were made by FCR in December at the City of Regina’s Executive Committee meeting to address these options (they can be read here: https://www.freedomcatalyst.ca/speeches).  The following is a brief description for the reason why these are recommended:  

Option #3 – Prevent Body Rub Parlours Completely
The licensing bylaws that are mentioned in Option #2 are the most common method used to regulate body rub parlours by cities in North America.  They can be effective tools used to properly regulate them (and even shut some of them down).  Generally, police departments appreciate these bylaws since they give them grounds for checking into these establishments.  The police can then use them to help shut down any illegal activity, to prevent trafficking, to gather better information on the worker/owners, and enforce fines to make it uneconomical to continue illegal activity.  However, FCR believes there are pros and cons to licensing.  One con is that even with the best of intentions, proper enforcement does not happen, and body rub parlours still operate.  In most (if not all) major cities with licensing bylaws, body rub parlours still exist, and the police still struggle to effectively shut down the illegal activity and/or trafficking that occurs.
 

Another con is the perceived normalizing and approval of the sexual exploitation of women.  In other words, as long as the guidelines are followed and met, the perception is given that this is ok and also legal.  For example, Edmonton has licensing bylaws, but various body rub websites in Edmonton say things like:

Q: “Is all this legal?”     
A: “Of course! We are a fully licensed establishment, classified as a Body Rub Centre, and comply with all municipal bylaws and regulations. In short – we are safe, regulated, and the city of Edmonton wants us to be in business!”  

This is simply not true.  The purchasing of sex, and others benefiting from the sale of sex (parlour owners) is illegal under the federal law called PCEPA (Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act):
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/annualstatutes/2014_25/page-1.html

While licensing bylaws are generally the norm, there are communities taking an even better approach by restricting them from operating completely (through bylaws).  The ones known by FCR that do this include Prince Albert (SK), Dauphin (MB), Steinbach (MB), and Barrie (ON).  This does not mean there aren’t enforcement issues, but they have set a precedent to the next level, and are taking a positive stance on dealing with the problems of the sexual exploitation of women and trafficking in our society.
 

While these four communities have restricted them, they have done so with minimal clarification in their bylaws.  Therefore if a body rub parlour did start to operate, it may be difficult to have the proper tools to enforce why it needs to be closed.  FCR is therefore advocating a combined approach of:          
 

·  Clearly restricting body rub parlours in the city; and
·  Setting up clear bylaws that the City and Police can use as tools to provide this enforcement (that have similarities to many standard licensing bylaws)
 

Option #4 (Restricting Body Rub Parlours to the Industrial Zones and Having Strong Licensing Bylaws)
FCR has performed many hours of research, and have documented/categorized the different bylaws being used all across Canada (and some into the United States).  The variation in bylaws is significant.  Some city’s bylaws read similar to a glorified business license with minimal restrictions, and some have strong bylaws (and there is everything in between).       

FCR documented what we believe are the best bylaws, and will be submitting those to the City for consideration.  We have also drafted new bylaw ideas that are not being used elsewhere since we think they will be effective in reducing sexual exploitation and trafficking.          

FCR is also advocating that by attempting to move the body parlours into high traffic areas (i.e. downtown and major corridors), it will not provide the increased safety as intended.  In fact, the opposite will occur over time.  By moving them into high traffic areas, this is normalizing this activity in our neighbourhoods.  The increased police patrol and traffic will not provide a large benefit, since the majority of the safety problems (and illegal activity) occur behind closed doors, away from the eyes of those that can do something about it.           

Safety problems exist due to the nature of what is occurring. 91% of Canadian women in prostitution have been physically assaulted, 76% have been diagnosed with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), 76% have been raped, and 67% have been threatened with a weapon*.
*stats from the Canadian Women’s Foundation report and the Tipping Point by the Joy Smith Foundation
 

If the parlours are in view of more people in the high traffic areas, this will in turn increase demand through increased business, creating more safety and exploitation problems.  If the parlours are elsewhere, they are in a sense “out of sight out of mind” and therefore will be used by less customers (effectively reducing demand, and therefore reducing safety/exploitation problems).

FCR also believes that when activities such as sexual exploitation are placed in areas with a low crime rate, this can create more criminal activity and exploitive behaviour as a result (similar to the Broken Window Theory that is used by police departments).  If shady activity is deemed acceptable in one area of the city, it by nature, invites more criminal activity (including organized crime) and exploitive activity there.  We do not want this to happen in our commercial and downtown areas – especially when the City is spending so much time, effort and money to revitalize our downtown through, for example, activities led by the Regina Downtown Business Improvement District organization.
 

FCR is not aware of any cities that require body rub parlours to be in high traffic areas.  In fact, if anything, it is regulated to be the opposite.  FCR has spoken with other police departments outside of Regina to ask their opinion, and they agree that it is not wise or safer to place them in the public view – it creates even more problems by doing so.
 

Recommendations
The following is a list of recommendations that concerned citizens and stakeholders can do:
1.     Register for the facilitated group discussions before the deadline of March 8th (https://www.regina.ca/residents/city-planning/development-services/body-rub-parlours/) 
a.  Even if you are just interested in attending, and don’t have a lot to say (even just a few sentences to voice your opinion) please consider attending.  FCR asked the City of Regina if they welcome people attending that might not be experts or have a lot to say, and they said yes for sure.  The more people there to show support the better.  Sometimes just people’s presence speaks volumes.
b. Note: the dates for these meetings are not set yet by the City.
2.  Provide a written statement to the City. 
a. They will be providing the guidelines on how to do that in the near future.  From communication with the City, the deadline has yet to be determined, but it may be from March 15-18th.
3. Contact the Mayor and City Councillors to make your opinions and voice heard. 
a. Remember: this is what strongly turned the tide in 2015 during the strip club debate.  The power of the community becoming engaged was strongly evident. Both phone calls and a letter/email is best. 
4. Share this information with your contacts through email, social media, and word of mouth.
5. Research this topic so you are more informed. 
a. Recommended resource: https://www.hoperestoredcanada.org/what-is-human-trafficking
6. Sign up to FCR’s email list (https://www.freedomcatalyst.ca) and like FCR on Facebook
7. Pray for God to intervene on the behalf of the sexually exploited and trafficked, and that people in leadership (and all people) in Regina will take a bold stand for doing the right thing.
Please do whatever you can to become engaged.  It can be said like this: if this came close to home, and our own daughter got caught in human trafficking, we would fight tooth and nail to get them free.  Why?  Because we love them and are deeply committed to protecting them.  Can we do that for the others in our community as well?  If we do, that is a sign of a good, healthy community that is actively loving their neighbour as themselves.  Please let us consider in our heart how to move forward with the same intensity and concern, as if our own daughter was being trafficked or sexually exploited.  They need us to stand up and be a voice.
 

Thank you,
Freedom Catalyst Regina
-- end human trafficking –
fcr@sasktel.net
www.freedomcatalyst.ca
www.facebook.com/FreedomCatalystRegina/
